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Overview

ÅPreventable Death Committee

ÅInfant

ÅMaternal

ÅViolent (includes suicide)

ÅStrategic Plan and Key Indicators

ÅSubstance Use



Historical Factors

ÅInfant mortality

ÅInfant death review have been active in Sioux Falls (10-county 

area)and Rapid City (Pennington and surrounding area)since 1997

ÅIn 2011, infant death review teams expanded to examine all 
deaths occurring outside the hospital

ÅMaternal mortality

ÅNo maternal mortality review committee

ÅSD and 19 other states (including WY)exploring options

ÅViolent deaths (suicide and homicide mortality)

ÅSD among 10 states awarded federal Violent Death 
Reporting System funding in 2018

ÅData collection in Minnehaha and Pennington Counties for 
2019, moving to statewide in 2020



Challenges

ÅIncreasing concerns about confidentiality

ÅConsistency of data collection

ÅSustainability of partnerships

ÅLack of funding to support prevention recommendations



PURPOSE: To standardize and influence how South Dakota performs infant,  

child, maternal and violent preventable death reviews

Å Collect information from members of the committee regarding the  

strengths of current review processes

Å Identify challenges in preventable death review in South Dakota.

Å Discuss ad hoc workgroups to consider specifics for infant/child,  

maternal and violent death review processes to bring back to the South  

Dakota Prevention Death Review Committee

Å Identify strategies to move forward to enhance and institutionalize

preventable death review for infants/children, maternal  deaths, and 

violent deaths in South Dakota



Preventable Death Committee Members

ÅChair:  Colleen Winter, Dept. of Health

ÅAssistant Chair:  Kiley Hump, Dept. of Health

ÅLegislators

Å¢Ǌƛōŀƭ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ .ƻŀǊŘ

ÅHealth Systems

ÅMedical Examiners

ÅCoroners

ÅLaw enforcement

ÅProfessional organizations

ÅSD Dept. of Social Services

ÅSD Division of Criminal Investigation

https://doh.sd.gov/statistic
s/PreventableDeath.aspx?

https://doh.sd.gov/statistics/PreventableDeath.aspx?


Infant Mortality Rate Estimates, by Country, 2017

United States:  5.6
Rank:  45th lowest

Rate:  Number of deaths among children <1 year of age per 1,000 live births
World Health Organization, 2017 Estimates



Infant Mortality Rates (per 1,000 live births), 
by State, 2017

Tied for 3rd highest infant mortality rate
1:  Mississippi 8.6
2:  Arkansas 8.2
3:  South Dakota 7.7
3:  Oklahoma 7.7



0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80
1

9
1

6

1
9
1

9

1
9
2

2

1
9
2

5

1
9
2

8

1
9
3

1

1
9
3

4

1
9
3

7

1
9
4

0

1
9
4

3

1
9
4

6

1
9
4

9

1
9
5

2

1
9
5

5

1
9
5

8

1
9
6

1

1
9
6

4

1
9
6

7

1
9
7

0

1
9
7

3

1
9
7

6

1
9
7

9

1
9
8

2

1
9
8

5

1
9
8

8

1
9
9

1

1
9
9

4

1
9
9

7

2
0
0

0

2
0
0

3

2
0
0

6

2
0
0

9

2
0
1

2

2
0
1

5

2
0
1

8

SD Infant Mortality Rate, 1916-2019*



Infant Mortality Rates, 5-Year Moving 
Average, 2008-2018
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Infant Mortality in South Dakota
ÅInfant mortality rates are decreasing in South Dakota

ÅIn 2018, 70 infant deaths

ÅIn 2017:
ï94 infant deaths, highest in recorded history (3rd highest in U.S.)

ï27% due to congenital malformations, 20% due to prematurity, and 11% 
due to accidents

ÅCƻǊ .ŀōȅΩǎ {ŀƪŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ tw!a{Σ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛōǎ 
for kids program



Infant Mortality Rates by Race, 
South Dakota, 2009-2018

Rate per 1,000 live births
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10-19 deaths

> 20 deaths

Infant Mortality Rates by County, 2013-2018



Infant Death Review Recommendations

ÅSafe sleep practices

ÅAvoid tobacco and marijuana smoke exposure during and after 
pregnancy

ÅAvoid alcohol and illegal drug use during and after pregnancy

ÅInfants should be immunized according to the ACIP schedule

ÅInfants should ride in a rear-facing car seat



https://doh.sd.gov/statistics/

https://doh.sd.gov/statistics/
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Maternal Mortality Rate Estimates, by Country, 2015
United States:  14
Rank:  47th lowest

Rate:  Number of deaths among women (while pregnant or within 42 days of birth)per 100,000 live births



Definitions:
ïMaternal death

ï Death of a woman while pregnant or 
within 42 days from anycause

ï Derived from cause of death codes on 
death certificate

ï Used internationally; declining use in 
U.S. since 2005

ïPregnancy associated 
ï Death of a woman while pregnant or 

within 1 year from anycause

ïPregnancy related
ï Death of a woman while pregnant or 

within 1 year related to or  aggravated 
by pregnancy (not from accidental or 
incidentalcauses)



Pregnancy-related Mortality Ratio, 1987-2015

2011-2015
{5Υ  мнΦрϞ
US:  17.2

Ϟ wŀǘŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ ғнл ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 
unstable and should be interpreted with caution



Pregnancy-associated and Pregnancy-related Deaths, 
South Dakota, 2010-2015

6
5

6
5

4 4

2
3 1

1

1
2

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Pregnancy-associated but not related Pregnancy-related

25% of deaths were
Pregnancy-related

https://doh.sd.gov/statistics/maternalmortality.aspx

https://doh.sd.gov/statistics/maternalmortality.aspx


Rate:  Number of suicide deaths per 100,000 population

World Health Organization, 2016 Estimates

United States:  15.3 (Crude)
Rank:  26th highest



Age-adjusted Suicide Rates (per 100,000 population), 
by State, 2017

7th highest suicide death rate
1:  Montana 28.9
2:  Alaska 27.0
3:  Wyoming 26.9
4:  New Mexico 23.3
5:  Idaho 23.2
6:  Utah 22.7
7:  South Dakota 22.5



Source:  South Dakota Vital Records, Crude Rate
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Suicide in South Dakota
ÅSuicide rates are increasing in South Dakota

ÅIn 2018, 168 suicide deaths

ÅIn 2017:
ï192 suicide deaths, highest in recorded history (6th highest in U.S.)

ï9th leading cause of death among all South Dakotans

ï2nd leading cause of death among individuals aged 15 to 34 years

ÅSD suicides occur at younger ages than national suicides

Å79% of SD suicides male, 21% female

ÅAmerican Indian suicide rates are 2.3-times higher than White 
race rates in SD, 2008ς2017

ÅFarmers, ranchers, and Ag workers accounted for ~5% of suicides

ÅYoung men 19ς21 years of age are at highest suicide risk in SD

Å16.1% of SD high school students seriously considered suicide; 
11.8% planned suicide; 8.4% attempted suicide (2015 YRBS)

Source:  South Dakota Vital Records
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Suicide Mortality Rates by County, 2013-2018

> 20 deaths


